Councillor report March 2025
Budget setting: OCC had their budget meeting on February 11th, and the budget was passed.  Key things to note are an increase of £17 million in children’s service, an additional £47 million over two years to be spent on road improvement including surface dressing and tackling potholes, and £3.6 million for flood alleviation.  The previous administration cut the budget for gully clearance to a four year cycle and we are reversing that so that all gullies will be cleared annually from the beginning of the next financial year.  We are also putting money into improving road safety and that will include a review of speeds on A and B roads.  Included in this will be the stretch of road on the A361 to the south of Shipton.  I’m pleased that this is now definite thanks to the budget being confirmed and it will be prioritised.  The councillor priority fund will be continued, though at the lower amount of £10,000 per councillor over two years.
Devolution: OCC has responded to the government’s White Paper on devolution and local government reorganisation. The government is seeking to abolish district councils in favour of unitary councils and create groupings of unitaries called strategic authorities (which can come with a mayor). Oxfordshire County Council has been told that reorganisation in the county will go ahead and that we are expected to produce an outline plan by March 21st.  This will mean that West Oxfordshire District Council will eventually cease to exist, but it is likely that the new unitary will have sub-committees that will operate a local level. Final proposals have to be in to government by November 28th and before that there will consultation with local communities on the plans.  The timeline is expected to be an election for the shadow new authority in May 2027 with the authority being vested in 2028.
Local elections 2025: Elections for the County Council will go ahead as planned on May 1st
Citizens’ assembly on the future of transport:  We are currently conducting a large scale Citizens’ Assembly designed to assist us in planning transport for the county up to 2050.  People from all backgrounds and of all ages have been recruited from across the county to participate and the outcomes will be published in a few months’ time.

